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89 - THE BOOK OF AL-IKRAH
(COERCION) (i.e. SAYING SOME-
THING UNDER COMPULSION]

The Statement of Allah Jls:

“Except him who is forced thereto and
whose heart is at rest with Faith, but such as
open their breast to disbelief, on them is
wrath from Allah, and theirs will be a great
torment.” (V.16:106)

And His Statement :

“...Except if you indeed fear a danger
from them...” (V.3:28)

And Allah also said:

“...Verily! As for those whom the angels
take (in death) while they are wronging
themselves (as they stayed among the
disbelievers even though emigration was
obligatory for them), they (angels) say (to
them) : ‘In what (condition) were you?’ They
reply: ‘We were weak and oppressed on
earth... (up to) ... And Allah is Ever Oft-
Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.” (V.4:97-99)

And Allah also said:

“(And what is wrong with you that you
fight not in the Cause of Allah), and for
those weak, ill-treated and oppressed among
men, women, and children, whose cry is:
‘Our Lord! Rescue us from this town whose
people are oppressors, and raise for us from
You, one who will protect, and raise for us
from You, one who will help.’ ” (V.4:75)

Allah excuses the weak who cannot refuse
from leaving what Allah has enjoined on
him. The coerced person cannot be but weak
and unable to refuse to do what he is ordered
to do.

Al-Hasan said : At-Tagiyya (i.e., speaking
against one’s own beliefs lest his opponents
put him in great danger) will remain till the
Day of Resurrection.” And Ibn ‘Abbas said
that if the thieves compelled someone to
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divorce his wife, the divorce would not be
valid. And Ibn Az-Zubair, Ash-Sha‘bi and
Al-Hasan gave the same verdict.

The Prophet #£ said, “One’s deeds are to
be considered according to one’s intentions.”

6940. Narrated Abu Hurairah &2 &1 »5:
The Prophet £ used to invoke Allih in his
Salat (prayer), “O Allah! Save ‘Ayyash bin
Abi Rabi‘a and Salama bin Hisham and Al-
Walid bin Al-Walid. O Allah! Save the weak
among the believers. O Alldh! Be hard upon
the tribe of Mudar and inflict years (of
drought) upon them like the years (of
drought) of (Prophet) Yiisuf (Joseph).”

(1) CHAPTER. Whoever preferred to be
beaten, killed and humiliated rather than to
revert to Kufr (i.e., disbelief).

6941. Narrated Anas &2 &1 o) Allah’s
Messenger ¥ said, “Whoever pbssesses the
(following) three (qualities) will have the
sweetness (delight) of Faith: (1) The one to
whom Allah and His Messenger (i)
becomes dearer than anything else; (2)
Who loves a person and he loves him only
for Allah’s sake; (3) Who hates to revert to
atheism (disbelief) as he hates to be thrown
into the (Hell) Fire.”

[See Vol. 1, Hadith No. 16]
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6942. Narrated Qais: I heard Sa‘id bin
Zaid saying, “I have seen myself tied and
forced by ‘Umar to leave Islam (before
‘Umar himseif embraced Islam). And if the
mountain of Uhud were to collapse for the
evil which you people had done to ‘Uthman,
then Uhud would have the right to do so.”
(See Vol. 5, Hadith No.3862)

6943 . Narrated Khabbab bin Al-Arat : We
complained to Allah’s Messenger £ (about
our state) while he was leaning against his
Burda (cloak) in the shade of the Ka‘bah. We
said, “Will you ask Allah to help us? Will you
invoke Allah for us?” He said, “Among those
who were before you, a (believer) used to be
seized and a pit used to be dug for him and
then he used to be placed in it. Then a saw
used to be brought and put on his head which
would be split into two halves. His flesh
might be combed with iron combs and
removed from his bones, yet, all that did
not cause him to revert from his religion. By
Allah! This religion (Islam) will be completed
(and triumph) till a rider (traveller) goes
from San‘d’ (the capital of Yemen) to
Hadramout, fearing nobody except Allah
and the wolf, lest it should trouble his sheep,
but you are impatient.” (See Vol. 5, Hadith
No.3852)

(2) CHAPTER. Selling (one’s property)
under coercion or other circumstances to
repay a debt or the like.

6944. Narrated Aba Hurairah &2 &1 ;55
While we were in the mosque, Allah’s
Messenger £ came out to us and said, “Let
us proceed to the Jews.” So we went along
with him till we reached Bait-al-Midras [a
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place where the Taurat (Torah) used to be
recited and all the Jews of the town used to
gather]. The Prophet # stood up and
addressed them, “O assembly of Jews!
Embrace Islam and you will be safe!” The
Jews replied, “O Abul-Qasim! You have
conveyed Allah’s Message to us.” The
Prophet # said, “That is what I want (from
you).” He repeated his first statement for the
second time, and they said, “You have
conveyed Allah’s Message, O Abul-Qasim.”
Then he said it for the third time and added,
“You should know that the earth belongs to
Allah and His Messenger, and I want to exile
you from this land, so whoever among you
owns some property can sell it, otherwise you
should know that the earth belongs to Alldh
and His Messenger.” (See Vol. 4, Hadith
No. 3167).

(3) CHAPTER. Marriage established under
coercion is invalid.

(The Statement of Allah Jus:) “...And force
not your maids to prostitution, if they desire
chastity in order that you may make a gain in
the (perishable) goods of this worldly life.
But if anyone compels them (to prostitution)
then after such compulsion, Allah is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful (to those women,
i.e., He will forgive them because they have
been forced to do this evil action
unwillingly).” (V.24 :33)

6945. Narrated Khansa’ bint Khidam Al-
Ansariya that her father gave her in marriage
when she was a matron and she disliked that
marriage. So she came and (complained) to
the Prophet £ , and he £ declared that
marriage invalid. (See Vol. 7, Hadith No.
5138)
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6946. Narrated ‘Aishah & &1 s 1
asked the Prophet £, “O Allah’s Meséenger!
Should the women be asked for their consent
to their marriage?” He said, “Yes.” I said,
“A virgin, if asked, feels shy and keeps
quiet.” He said, “Her silence means her
consent.”

(4) CHAPTER. If someone gives a slave as a
present or sold him under coercion, his deed
is invalid.

And some people said, “If the buyer of
the slave (sold under coercion) makes a vow
involving the slave or makes the slave a
Mudabbar (i.c., a slave to be freed after the
death of his master), the bargain is valid.

6947. Narrated Jabir && & ;: A man
from the Ansar made his slave,la Mudabbar
(i.e., aslave to be freed after the death of his
master). And apart from that slave he did not
have any other property. This news reached
Allah’s Messenger 3 and he said, “Who will
buy that slave from me?” So Nu‘aim bin An-
Nah-ham bought him for 800 Dirham. Jabir
added : It was a Coptic (Egyptian) slave who
died that year.
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(5) CHAPTER. (An example of hateful)
compulsion (i.e., to do a thing against
one’s will is from being under coercion).

6948. Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas Lgis &1 ,»):
regarding the Qur’anic Verse: )

“QO you who believe! You are forbidden to
inherit women against their will...” (V.4:19)

The custom (in the Pre-Islamic Period of
Ignorance) was that if a man died, his
relatives used to have the right to inherit his
wife ; and if one of them wished, he could
marry her, or they could marry her to
somebody else, or prevent her from
marrying if they wished, for they had more
right to dispose of her than her own relatives.
Therefore this (above mentioned) Verse was
revealed concerning this matter.

(6) CHAPTER. If a woman is compelled to
commit illegal sexual intercourse against her
will, then no legal punishment is inflicted
upon her, as is indicated in the Statement of
Allah Jus:

‘...But if anyone compels them (to
prostitution), then after such compulsion,
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful to
those women, i.e., He will forgive them
because they have been forced to do this evil
action unwillingly).” (V.24:33)

6949. And Safiyya bint ‘Ubaid said: “A
governmental male-slave tried to seduce a
slave-girl from the Khumus of the war booty
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till he deflowered her by force against her
will ; therefore ‘Um&ﬂogged him according
to the law, and exiled him, but he did not flog
the female slave because the male-slave had
committed illegal sexual intercourse by force,
against her will.”

Az-Zuhri said regarding a virgin slave-girl
raped by a free man: The judge has to fine
the adulterer as much money as is equal to
the price of the female-slave and the
aduiterer has to be flogged (according to
the Islamic Law) ; but if the slave woman is a
matron, then, according to the verdict of the
Imam , the adulterer is not fined but he has to
receive the legal punishment (according to
the Islamic Law).

6950. Narrated Abii Hurairah &£ &1 ;55
Allah’s Messenger #£ said, “(The Proﬁhet)
Ibrahim (Abraham) migrated with his wife
Sarah till he reached a town where there was
a king from amongst the kings, or a tyrant
from amongst the tyrants who sent a message
to Ibrahim, ordering him to send Sarah to
him. So when Ibrahim had sent Sarah, the
tyrant got up, intending to do evil with her,
but she got up and performed ablution and
offered Salat (prayer) and said, ‘O Allah! If I
have believed in You and in Your
Messenger, then do not empower this
oppressor over me.” So he (the king) had an
epileptic fit (or fell in a state of
unconsciousness) and started moving his
legs violently.”

[See Vol .4, Hadith No.3363).

(7) CHAPTER. The (false) oath of a v "u
that his companion is his brother wher "ie
fears that his companion might be kil ] or
harmed (if he did not take such an oa‘ 1).

In the same way a Muslim should orotect
his coerced frightened companion and fight
on his behalf and not leave himr to the
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oppressor ; and if he fights for the sake of an
oppressed person, he will not have to give
compensation (in case he kills or injures the
Oppressor).

If somebody is ordered to drink wine or
eat of a dead animal or sell his slave or admit
to be in debt or present a gift or dissolve a
contract (i.e., of marriage) or else his father
or brother in Islam would be killed, he has
the permission to do what he is ordered to
do, for the Prophet & said, “A Muslim is a
brother of another Muslim.” And some
people said, “If somebody is ordered to
drink alcohol or eat of a dead animal or
otherwise they would kill his son or father or
a relative, then he should not do these things
because he is not compelled by necessity.”
Then this statement was contradicted by the
statement, “If a person is told that his father
or son would be killed if he refused to sell his
slave or admit to be in debt or offer some gift,
and he fulfils one of these orders, his deed
will be irrevocable by Qiyas". Yet, following
the principle of Istihsan®, we say that any
bargain, offering of a gift or any contract is
invalid (when done under coercion).” Such
people differentiate between a relative and
other persons without confirming their
opinion with anything from the Qur’an or
the Sunna of the Prophet .

And the Prophet # said, “Abrahim
(Ibraham) said about his wife (Sarah), “She
is my sister,” i.e., his sister in Allah’s
religion.” And An-Nakha'i said, “If the one
who demands that his opponent take an oath
which is unjust, the oath will be judged
according to the intention of the one who

(1) (Ch.7) Qiyas: See the glossary.
(2) (Ch.7) Istihsan:
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i.e., to give a verdict with a proof from one’s heart only with

satisfaction and one cannot express it. (It is only Aba Hanifa and his pupils who say so,
but the rest of Muslim religious scholars of Sunna, and they are the majority, do not

agree to it).
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takes it, but if the former is the wronged one,
the oath will be judged according to his
intentions.”

6951. Narrated ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar -
Wi 4@i: Allah’s Messenger & said, “A
Muslim is a brother of another Muslim. So
he should neither oppress him nor hand him
over to an oppressor. And whoever fulfilled
the needs of his brother, Allah will fulfil his

needs.”

6952. Narrated Anas 22 @ -.): Allah’s
Messenger # said, “Help your brother,
whether he is an oppressor or an
oppressed.” A man asked, “O Allah’s
Messenger! I will help him if he is
oppressed, but if he is an oppressor, how
shall I help him?” The Prophet & said, “By
preventing him from oppressing (others), for
that is how to help him.”
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